
Why You Should Review 
This Slideshow Very

CAREFULLY
• The Client Services Division (CSD) referred you to this slideshow because information you 

provided indicated you had questions about Army support obligations.  This brief is 
specifically designed to answer most general questions about Army support obligations.  
We do not have the resources to dedicate an individual attorney appointment to discuss 
information the customer can learn for themselves by reviewing this brief.

• You will not be eligible for an attorney appointment to discuss Army support obligations 
until you review the information in this slideshow.  If you carefully review the information 
provided, most of your questions will be addressed.  If you have specific questions not 
covered by this brief, you can make an appointment with a CSD attorney by following the 
instructions on the next slide.



You MUST Read the Notes 
Portion of the Slides

• To get the full benefit of this slideshow, you must read the notes portion of 
the slides.  You’ll see an icon that looks like this     in the top left of the page. 
Scroll over or double click on the icon and read the notes for the slide

• You will want to read all the notes carefully.
• Within the notes, there are three “codes”, labeled Appointment Codes.
• If you call the CSD for an appointment to discuss Army support obligations with an 

attorney, you must provide these codes to CSD personnel before an appointment will 
be scheduled.  It is “proof” you reviewed the slides.

• We realize that just because you are able to tell us the codes doesn’t mean 
you took the time to read and understand the information, but it will be an 
indication you did take some amount of time to review the slideshow.



DIY LEGAL ASSISTANCE
 Army Support Obligations

Fort Lee Office of the Staff Judge Advocate
Client Services Division



AR 608-99 Overview
• AR 608-99 requires Soldiers to provide

adequate financial support to family
members

• Amount of support can be established by
court order, agreement, or AR 608-99.

• Soldiers can be punished for failure to obey
the regulation.

Presenter
Presentation Notes

The US Military doesn’t really want to get involved in any dispute between a Servicmember (SM) and his or her spouse about how much support the SM should provide.  It is a personal matter between the SM and their spouse.  But SM’s command will step in to make sure the SM is providing adequate support to his or her dependents.  Every service has slightly different rules on how much a service member must provide, but they all have a requirement that a service member support their dependents.  
[Appointment Code:  70127]

The Army rules for family support are found in AR 608-99.  The regulation is punitive, which means a Soldier can be punished for not obeying the regulation.  



Is there a Court
Order addressing 
Child Support (CS)

&/or Spousal
Support (SS)

• YES!

Is there an agmt
(preferrably 

written) between 
the parties for CS 

&/or SS?

Comply  
with the  

agreement

Comply
with the 
Court 
Order

MINIMUM FAMILY SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The initial inquiry under AR 608-99 is whether there is a court order or agreement in place to govern how much support the Soldier must provide.  

If there is a court order the Soldier must obey the court order.  If there is an agreement about how much support to provide, the Soldier must comply with the agreement.  



Dependents in 
Govt Quarters?

No 
support 
required

NO COURT ORDER OR AGREEMENT

Pay amount 
specified in 
AR 608-99 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Even if there is no court order or agreement, the Soldier is considered to be providing adequate support if his or her dependents are living in government quarters.  

If the Soldier’s dependents already live off post, or move off post after the parties separate, and there is no court order or agreement about support, the Soldier must provide the amount of support specified by AR 608-99.  




AR 608-99 Support Requirements

• The amount Soldier must pay depends
on how many family members they have.

• “Family member” is anyone the Soldier
has an obligation to support

• Each family member is allotted a pro-rata
share.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The amount the Soldier must pay for support under AR 608-99 depends on how many family members he or she has.  

Under the regulation, a family member includes anyone the Soldier has an obligation to support.  This would include the Soldier’s current Spouse and ALL children belonging to the Soldier.  It may even include the Soldier’s former spouse if he or she still has a legal obligation to support the former spouse.  

Each family member of the Soldier is allotted a pro-rata share.  



AR 608-99 Support 
Requirements

Use BAH-WITH Non-
Locality Rates  (BAH II)

https://www.defensetravel.dod.
mil/site/bah.cfm

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you determine how many family members the Soldier has, the next step is to determine the minimum amount the Army requires the Soldier to provide is support.  This amount is linked to the BAH Non-locality rater for the Soldier’s rank.  This amount is NOT the amount of BAH the Soldier actually receives.  In fact, support obligations under AR 608-99 are not dependent on whether the Soldier receives BAH at all.  



https://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/bah.cfm


W-5 $ 25.20 $ 1,420.80 $ 1,552.80 $ 122.10 

W-4 $ 25.20 $ 1,261.20 $ 1,423.50 $ 150.60 

W-3 $ 20.70 $ 1,060.50 $ 1,304.70 $ 227.10 

W-2 $ 15.90 $ 941.10 $ 1,198.50 $ 240.00 

W-1 $ 13.80 $ 789.30 $ 1,037.70 $ 232.50 

E-9 $ 18.60 $ 1,035.30 $ 1,365.60 $ 306.60 

E-8 $ 15.30 $ 951.60 $ 1,259.40 $ 287.40 

7 $ 12.00 $ 876.90 $ -1 -1 Of"\ 
$ 332.70 

tr E-6 $ 9.90 $ 810.30 $ 1,080.00 321.90 

$ 8.70 $ 729.00 $ $ 273.90 - - -·-·--

E-4 $ 8.10 $ 634.20 $ 844.80 $ 236.40 

E-3 $ 7.80 $ 589.50 $ 785.40 $ 194.10 

E-2 $ 7.20 $ 562.20 $ 748.80 $ 259.20 

E-1 >4 $ 6.90 $ 562.20 $ 748.80 $ 306.60 

E-1 <4 $ 6.90 $ 562.20 $ 748.80 $ 306.60 

*BAH RC/Transit rates are adjusted by the average change in housing costs; BAH-DI FF rates are adjusted by the

amount of the basic pay raise. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the following examples we will assume the Soldier is a Staff Sergeant.  The BAH Non-Locality rate for this rank is $1,080.

[Appointment Code:  8135]












Spouse only

Spouse and child 
from the marriage

SSG Pays 
spouse 
$1,080

SSG (E6) BAH-WITH Non-Locality rate = $1,080

Spouse and four 
children from the 

marriage

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If the E6 has only one family member, his spouse, the Soldier pays the entire amount to his spouse.  

If the E6 has one child from the marriage, he has two family members he must support, his spouse and child.  Each family member is allotted a pro rata share, $540, per family member.  He pays the entire amount to his spouse, but half is assumed to be for the benefit of his child.  

If the E6 has four children from the marriage the pro rata share changes, but the result is the same.  The E6 would have five family members, his spouse and four children.  Each family member is allotted a pro-rata share, $216.  The Soldier pays the entire amount to his spouse, $864, the pro rata shares for the kids, is assumed for the benefit of the children.  

If the E6 has children from another relationship, the calculation is similar, but the result looks different.  



AN
DSpouse onlySpouse and child 

from the marriage
SSG Pays 
spouse 
$432

SSG (E6) BAH-WITH Non-Locality rate = $1,080

Three other family 
members

AND

Total of five family members, each 
allotted a pro rata share.  
$1,080/5 = $216   
Spouse is paid two shares (spouse 
and child) - $432

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this example, the E6 has five family members, his spouse and child from his current marriage, and three family members from previous relationships.  Each family member is allotted a pro rata share of the $1,080.  The Soldier must pay his current spouse $432 or two shares, one share for his wife and one share for his child.  

Other family members can be former spouse, if a support obligation still exists and WILL be ALL other children.  There is always a support obligation for children even if not court ordered.  

If there is a court order or agreement relating to child or spousal support, the Soldier must comply with the order or agreement.  The support required by the court order or agreement may be more than the pro rata share under the AR 608-99 calculation.  The Soldier does not get “credit” for any payment to other family members that is over the pro rata share.  

EVEN if the Soldier is not actually paying support to other family members those family members are still counted for the pro rata calculation.  



AN
D

Spouse onlySpouse and child 
from the marriage, 
living in govt qtrs

SSG Pays 
spouse 

$0
GOVT
QTRS

SSG (E6) BAH-WITH Non-Locality rate = $1,080

Three other family 
members, not 

covered by Court 
Order or Agmt

AND

Five family members - $1,080/5 = 
$216   
SSG pays total of $648 for support of 
the three other family members

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this example the E6 has five family members.  His current spouse and child from the marriage are living in government quarters.  

Even though SM is not paying support to his spouse and child they still count for calculation of pro-rata share.  



Dual Military and 
NO children

Dual Military AND 
children (not in 
govt quarters)

No 
support 
required

NO COURT ORDER OR AGREEMENT
DUAL MILITARY

Non-
custodial 

parent pays 
BAH - Diff

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The only circumstance where you don’t use the BAH II – WITH rate for calculating the AR 608-99 support amount is if we dealing with a couple who are dual military.  In that case, the paying spouse (spouse without custody) pays the BAH-Differential amount.  If you refer to the BAH II Non-Locality chart, BAH –Diff is on the far right side.  (see next slide)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The BAH Differential is the amount paid by the dual military non-custodial parent.  

Now that we’ve explained how to calculate support amounts under AR 608-99, I think we have time for a few questions



I know I have to pay support under AR 
608-99 and I know how much I have to
pay, but

When do I pay?
How do I pay?

What if I already pay for 
a bunch of stuff? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 



Support is due on 
1st day of the 
month and covers 
previous month 

Pay pro-rata daily share 
from date of separation, 
full amount for 
subsequent months

When do I pay 
support under 
AR 608-99???

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you figure out how much you have to pay, you have to figure out when and how to pay

The SM has not violated AR 608-99 unless he or she fails to pay support by the first day of the month following the month to which the support applies.  To put it another way, support for the previous month is due by the first day of the current month.  

The support obligation starts the day you separate from your spouse.  You pay the full amount for any full month of separation.  For partial months, you pay the pro-rata daily share.  

To determine the Pro-rata daily share take the number of days in the “support” month, in this case July, and divide by the amount of the support obligation.  This will give you the daily share.  You then multiply the daily share by the number of days since you separated from your spouse.  On the first day of the following month you pay the daily pro-rata share total to your spouse.  For the next month you pay the full amount.    

An easy example is if your support obligation is $900 and you separated on the 20th of the month and the month has 30 days you owe for 10 days of support.  The daily share would be $30 per day, multiplied by 10 days.  Your support obligation for the partial month would be $300.  



How do I pay 
support under 
AR 608-99???

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under AR 608-99, a voluntary allotment is the preferred method of providing financial support to family members.  But the SM can pay the required amount in any way that will reliably get the money to the recipient.  It is best to use a method that will allow you to prove you made the payment.  Keep the receipt, a printout of the transaction, or any documents that can help you prove you made the payment.   




“In Kind” Payments = other stuff
you pay for
Instead of $$ paid to the supported family 
member you make payments for their benefit 

Automatically applies to rent, mortgage, or 
essential utilities – if Soldier is legally obligated 
to make those payments  

Can apply to other expenses, but ONLY with  
written approval of supported family member

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“In Kind” payments are payments made on behalf of or for the benefit of your family members instead of directly to the family member.  

Not every payment you make for the benefit of your family members can be credited toward satisfying your AR 608-99 support obligation.  

Payments for rent, mortgage, and essential utilities can be credited toward a Soldier’s support obligation, but ONLY if Soldiers is legally obligated to make those payments by contract, lease, agreement.  If the Soldier has no legal obligation to make the payment it will be considered a gift and will not reduce the AR 608-99 support obligation, unless the family member agrees in writing that it should be considered an in kind payment.  

“Essential utilities” include gas, electricity, and water, but does not include other “utilities” like phone or cable.  

Are there Any other questions??



I know my spouse has to pay support 
under AR 608-99; I know how much; I 
know when and how; I even know 
about “in kind” payments; but 

What if my spouse doesn’t provide 
the support required by AR 608-99? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 The short answer is, “You gotta tell somebody”



I know what AR 608-99 says and how 
much I have to pay; I know when and 
how to pay, I even know about “in kind” 
payments, but  

I still don’t think I should have to  
pay?

Can I get released from the 
obligation to pay?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 



The Army assumes 
Soldiers are complying 
with the regulation until 
a complaint is received.
A complaint can be made 
directly to the command 
or through the IG office.    
Once received, Cdr has 
14 days to investigate 
and provide response.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
AR 608-99 is a punitive regulation, which means Soldiers can be punished for failure to obey the regulation.  

BUT, remember, the Army doesn’t want to get involved in your personal business.  The Army assumes Soldiers are complying with their support obligations until a complaint is received.

A Family member can complain directly to the Soldier’s commander or go through the Inspector General’s office.    

Once the commander receives a complaint for non-support he or she has 14 days to provide a response.  

The fill in the blank form, similar to the one on the left of the slide, can be used to make the complaint process easier.  A copy of this form can be found at the end of this briefing.  

We’ve got time for one last question.  
.  




I know what AR 608-99 says and how 
much I have to pay; I know when and 
how to pay, I even know about “in kind” 
payments, but  

I still don’t think I should have to  
pay?

Can I get released from the 
obligation to pay?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Either your Battalion or Brigade Commander can release you from your AR 608-99 support obligation, but only in very limited circumstances.  




Battalion Commander can 
release Soldier from support 
obligation 
• Cannot relieve from Court Order or

Agreement
• Spousal Support - sometimes

Child Support - almost never
• Can not get relief and keep BAH-WITH

for that family member

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Bn Cdr cannot relieve you from support that is required by a court order or separation agreement.  If a court order or agreement is valid, you must follow it.  If the court order or agreement is invalid, the Bn Cdr may relieve you of the obligation, but only if you can show you are actively seeking to correct whatever problem there is with the court order or agreement. 

The Bn Cdr may relieve you from an obligation to support your spouse, but is not likely to relieve you from any child support obligation 

The Bn Cdr won’t relieve you from the support obligation if you are receiving BAH–WITH solely on the basis of providing financial support to your spouse.  You must be willing to terminate such BAH–WITH effective the date you are released from the support obligation.




Battalion Commander can 
release Soldier from AR 608-99 
support obligation if 
• Supported spouse’s income exceeds 

military pay of Soldier
• Soldier has been victim of 

substantiated abuse
• Soldier has paid support for 18 

months

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Battalion Commander can release Soldier from AR 608-99 support obligation if 

The supported spouse’s income exceeds the military pay of Soldier, the Soldier has been the victim of substantiated abuse, or the Soldier has paid support for 18 months

When comparing the Soldier’s income to the spouse’s income the Battalion Commander will ONLY consider the Soldier’s base pay and will not take into account any allowances, including BAH, or off-duty employment.  When considering the spouse’s income the BN Cdr will include wages AND ALL other sources of income, to include returns on investments, and rental income.

Abuse by the Soldier’s spouse must be substantiated by Family Advocacy, a court judgment, or restraining order and cannot be the result of a mutual affray.   

The BN Cdr can relieve a Solider from the support obligation if the parties have been separated for 18 months, the soldier has made the financial support required by AR 608-99 for the entire 18 months, the spouse has the opportunity to seek a support order from a civilian court, and the Soldier is not trying to avoid any civilian court case related to support.




Battalion Commander can 
release Soldier from support 
obligation if 
• Supported family member is in

jail
• Child is not in custody of

authorized custodian

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If the support family member is in jail, the BN Cdr can relieve a Soldier from the support obligation.
[Appointment Code:  0051567]

The Bn Cdr can also relieve a Soldier of the support obligation if the supported child is not in the custody of his or her authorized custodian, but the Soldier must show that he or she is taking active steps to get the child returned to the proper custodian or to be awarded custody.  



Brigade Commander can release 
Soldier from support obligation  
• Can release, reduce, or give credit
• Standard – “as a matter of

fundamental fairness”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The brigade commander can reduce the support obligation or release the Soldier entirely.  The standard, however, is very high.  No relief will be granted unless such relief is demanded as a matter of “fundamental fairness”.  This rarely happens.  



For More Information

Fort Lee Office of the Staff Judge Advocate
Client Services Division

804 765 1505

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An informational handout relating to support obligations under AR 608-99 is attached to the end of this brief.   

It is our hope this brief answered your questions concerning Army support obligations.  If you still need to speak with an attorney concerning AR 608-99 requirements you can call the Client Services Division at 804 765 1500 to make an appointment.  




MEMORANDUM FOR ____________________________________ (Soldier’s Commander) 

SUBJECT: Financial Nonsupport Inquiry (AR 608-99, paragraph 3-6) 

1. Purpose.  The purpose of this memorandum is to ensure Command oversight of family support by:

_____________________________________________________________ (Name/Rank of Soldier/Unit) 

2. The above named Soldier has failed to provide adequate support to his/her family members.
(Check all that apply) 

____  There is no court order and no written agreement relating to support for the Soldier’s current 
spouse and/or child(ren).   

____  The Soldier is not required to provide support to any family members other than his/her current 
spouse and/or child(ren).  The Soldier’s current spouse and/or child(ren) are not living in Government 
quarters.  Therefore, AR 608-99 requires the Soldier provide support equal to his/her applicable BAH II-
WITH (Non-locality BAH) rate.   

____  The Soldiers does have other supported family members (children from previous/other 
relationships) that he/she is obligated to support.  AR 608-99 requires the Soldier to provide a pro-rata 
share of his/her applicable BAH II-WITH rate, for each supported family member (FM) who is not living in 
Government quarters and for which there is no court order or written agreement establishing support.   

Pro Rata  =      _________1_________   X   BAH II-WITH Rate ($      ) = ________ $ (obligation per 
Share  # of supported FMs (     )   supported FM) 

____ There is a COURT ORDER / WRITTEN SUPPORT AGREEMENT (circle one) between the parties 
requiring support in the amount of $_________________ per WEEK / MONTH / (circle one).  The Soldier 
has failed to honor this written agreement.   

3. The Commander is responsible for enforcing AR 608-99. Although the Commander cannot order the
payment of arrears (past due amounts), he/she can order ongoing support payments once notified of the
delinquency.

4. Soldiers who fail to comply with AR 608-99 are subject to punishment under the UCMJ as well as to
adverse administrative action and other authorized adverse actions.

5. Contact Information:

Printed name: ____________________________________________ 

Email address: __________________________________________  Phone number: _______________ 

   ______________________________    ____________    

        Signature    Date 

REQUIRED ACTION UPON RECEIPT OF THIS INQUIRY 

The company or battalion commander will fully investigate every inquiry alleging 
financial nonsupport on the part of a Soldier and provide complete, accurate, and timely 
information to the individual making the inquiry. (AR 608-99, para 3-6a)  The responsible 
commander will send a response to each nonsupport inquiry within 14 days of its 
receipt. (AR 608-99, para 3-5a(1))   

The commander should seek legal advice from the servicing SJA office if in doubt as to 
the requirements or application of the regulation.  (AR 608-99, para 3-6a)   
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WHAT IS AR 608-99? 
Army Regulation 608-99 sets forth Army’s policy on financial support of family members, paternity, 
and child custody.   

WHAT IS A SOLDIER'S OBLIGATION UNDER THE REGULATION? 
Soldiers are required to manage their personal affairs in a manner that does not bring discredit upon 
themselves or the U.S. Army.  This responsibility includes:  (1) maintaining reasonable contact with 
family members so that their financial needs and welfare do not become official matters for the Army; 
(2) conducting themselves in an honorable manner with regard to parental commitments and
responsibilities; (3) providing adequate financial support to family members; and (4) complying with
all court orders.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT SOLDIERS ARE INFORMED OF THE ARMY 
POLICY ON SUPPORT OF FAMILY MEMBERS AND ENFORCING IT? 

Commanders are responsible for ensuring that soldiers know about the policy and comply with it. 

IF A SOLDIER FAILS TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS ABOVE, 
WHAT CAN THE COMMANDER DO? 

The commander can consider: 
a) Making it a part of the soldier's permanent record.
b) Denial of reenlistment.
c) Punitive or other administrative action including elimination from the service.
d) A criminal charge under the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ).

IF THE SOLDIER FAILS TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS, CAN THE 
ARMY DEDUCT MONEY FROM THE SOLDIER'S PAY? 

No. The Army has no legal authority to deduct money from a soldier's pay without his consent unless 
garnishment or involuntary allotment has been ordered by a civilian court. 

HOW DOES THE COMMANDER DETERMINE ADEQUATE SUPPORT FOR FAMILY MEMBERS? 
Where an oral agreement exists and is being followed, the Army will not interfere.  If a signed written 
financial support agreement exists, the amount of financial support specified in such an agreement 
controls.  Finally a valid court order containing a financial support provision prevails over either an 
oral or written agreement. 

IN THE ABSENCE OF A COURT ORDER OR AGREEMENT, HOW IS 
ADEQUATE SUPPORT FOR FAMILY MEMBERS DETERMINED? 

In the absence of a court order or written agreement, and until such an order or agreement is 
obtained, the Army has established minimum interim support measures for single and multiple family 
units. This support is payable on the 1st of every month for the previous month. This support must 
also be pro-rated if the soldier is required to pay support for a partial month. The payment should be 
made by allotment or direct deposit to ensure it is paid in a timely manner, but it may also be paid by 
money order or check.  

GUIDELINES FOR ARMY REGULATION 608-99    
(The Soldiers’ Family Support Obligation)
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IF I AM THE SPOUSE OF A SOLDIER IN A SINGLE FAMILY UNIT [HUSBAND AND 
WIFE/HUSBAND, WIFE, AND CHILD(REN)] AND LIVING OFF POST, WHAT IS THE MINIMUM 

SUPPORT THAT I CAN RECEIVE? 
The soldier will provide support of an amount equal to his/her Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) 
entitlements at the "with dependents" rate. This rate is the BAH-II rate (Non-Locality BAH), which is a 
standard rate the Army determines regardless of where the soldier resides. A current BAH-II 
rate list can be found at http://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/pdcFiles.cfm?dir=/Allowances/Non-
Locality_BAH/ . 

WHAT IS THE MINIMUM AMOUNT OF SUPPORT THAT I CAN RECEIVE IF WE 
LIVE ON POST IN GOVERNMENT HOUSING? 

In the absence of a court order, AR 608-99 does not require support to be paid if the family is still in 
on-post government quarters. This is a change from the prior regulation. Outside of the family 
support arena, however, if the soldier has debts or other financial obligations for which he is 
responsible, the Army expects him to uphold those obligations. 

WHAT HAPPENS IF THE SUPPORTED FAMILY MEMBERS MOVE OFF POST? 
When the supported family members move off post, support will be provided in an amount equal to 
BAH-II at the "with dependents" rate. This is true even if the quarters were not properly cleared and 
even if the soldier is not receiving BAH from finance. 

IF THE SOLDIER'S RANK INCREASES AND IT RESULTS IN AN INCREASED AMOUNT FOR 
BAH, WILL I RECEIVE AN INCREASE IN SUPPORT? 

Yes. If the BAH entitlements increase so should your payments as long as the soldier has not 
remarried or become duly obligated to support another family member. 

WHEN A SOLDIER HAS SEPARATED AND REMARRIED AND HAS TO SUPPORT MULTIPLE 
FAMILY UNITS (2 FAMILIES OR SETS OF DEPENDENTS) THAT LIVE OFF POST, HOW IS THE 

AMOUNT OF SUPPORT DETERMINED? 
In multiple support situations, the amount of support due to each supported family member (the pro-
rata share) is determined as follows: 

Amount of Support   =   1     x Applicable BAH II-WITH Rate (Non-Locality BAH-WITH Rate) 
  Total Number of Supported Family Members 

However, the following conditions apply: First, any court-ordered support will be paid as stated. No 
support is required to be paid for family members currently living in government housing. However, 
they will be calculated in determining total number of supported family members. Lastly, any 
remaining family members will receive a pro rata share of the BAH-II amount regardless of the 
amount of support paid to other family members. Absent a court order, supported family members do 
not include non-biological dependents, such as stepchildren, unless they are adopted. 

IF MY SPOUSE AND I ARE SERVICEMEMBERS, WE HAVE NO CHILDREN TOGETHER, AND 
THERE IS NOT A COURT ORDER OR SEPARATION AGREEMENT, CAN I GET MINIMUM 

SUPPORT UNDER THE NEW GUIDELINES? 
No. A Soldier is not required to provide financial support to a spouse on active duty in one of the 
military services.  With regard to a Soldier’s child or children (from that marriage or a prior marriage), 
a Soldier will provide financial support in the absence of a written financial support agreement or a 
court order containing a financial support provision. 

http://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/pdcFiles.cfm?dir=/Allowances/Non-Locality_BAH/
http://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/pdcFiles.cfm?dir=/Allowances/Non-Locality_BAH/
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IF MY SPOUSE AND I ARE SERVICE MEMBERS, AND MY SPOUSE HAS CUSTODY AND LIVES 
OFF POST, DOES THE REGULATION REQUIRE ME TO PAY SUPPORT? 

Yes. If the Soldier does not have custody of any children, and the children do not reside in 
government quarters, the Soldier will provide BAH-DIFF to the military member having custody of the 
child or children. 

IF MY SPOUSE AND I ARE SERVICE MEMBERS, AND MY SPOUSE HAS 
CUSTODY AND LIVE IN GOVERNMENT HOUSING (ON-POST), DOES THE REGULATION 

REQUIRE ME TO PAY SUPPORT? 
No. If the Soldier does not have custody of any children, and the children reside in Government 
quarters, the Soldier is not required to provide financial support to the military member having 
custody of the child or children. 

CAN THE AMOUNTS OF SUPPORT PROVIDED BY AR 608-99 BE INCREASED? 
Yes. Remember these guidelines were established to ensure that some support is received for the 
family members while you and your spouse obtain separation agreement, court order, or judicial 
decree stating the proper amount of support to be paid by the soldier. Once an agreement, court 
order or decree is obtained, it is the controlling document. 

ARE IN-KIND PAYMENTS ACCEPTABLE FOR SUPPORT UNDER AR 608-99? 
AR 608-99, paragraph 2-9, allows for the soldier to directly pay non-government housing expenses 
on behalf of family members if the family members are living in that home. Non-Government housing 
expenses are limited to (1) rent, (2) principal and interest payments due on any outstanding loan 
secured on the non-Government housing and the real property taxes and property insurance due 
under an escrow agreement covering the same property, and (3) essential utilities such as gas, 
electricity, and water. Non-Government housing expenses do NOT include telephone and cable 
television charges, or any other charges for which the soldier is not legally responsible by reason of 
contract, lease, or loan agreement. Absent a court order or written agreement to the contrary, the 
soldier cannot use any other bills or financial obligations, such as a car and insurance, to reduce his 
support obligation under AR 608-99. 

AS A SOLDIER, CAN I BE EXCUSED FROM MY REGULATORY 
 OBLIGATIONS UNDER AR 608-99? 

Yes, a battalion commander or a Special Court-Martial Convening Authority (usually your brigade 
level commander) can excuse a soldier from this support requirement under extremely limited 
circumstances. Before excusing a soldier from his requirement, the commander's legal advisor must 
first review the action. Some bases for excusal of a soldier's support requirement may be that (1) the 
soldier has supported the spouse for 18 months after separation (but note that this provision for 
excusal does not apply to child support), (2) the income of the spouse exceeds the income of the 
soldier, (3) the soldier is a victim of substantiated spouse abuse, (4) the spouse is incarcerated, (5) a 
court issued an order without jurisdiction to do so, (6) a court order does not require financial support, 
or (7) the child(ren) resides with someone who is not the lawful custodian. Any excusal from support 
requirements under AR 608-99 does not excuse a soldier from following valid court orders. 

WHAT IF I HAVE OTHER QUESTIONS OR SPECIFIC PROBLEMS I WANT HELP IN SOLVING? 
Please consult a JAG legal assistance attorney.  Your attorney can answer the many questions and 
help you to make a fair and intelligent decision about your choices, options and alternatives. The Fort 
Lee Legal Assistance Office stands by to help you in these matters. Our legal assistance office 
number is (804) 765-1500.  Family law matters such as support under AR 608-99 may be seen by 
appointment or on a walk-in basis. Only one of the parties may be seen by our office.  



Without Dependents With Dependents

O-10 50.70$  1,756.50$  2,108.10$  359.40$  

O-9 50.70$  1,756.50$  2,108.10$  359.40$  

O-8 50.70$  1,756.50$  2,108.10$  359.40$  

O-7 50.70$  1,756.50$  2,108.10$  359.40$  

O-6 39.60$  1,610.40$  1,897.50$  305.70$  

O-5 33.00$  1,551.00$  1,829.40$  295.50$  

O-4 26.70$  1,437.00$  1,612.20$  196.80$  

O-3 22.20$  1,152.30$  1,334.10$  196.50$  

O-2 17.70$  912.90$  1,138.50$  231.60$  

O-1 13.20$  783.60$  1,019.10$  250.20$  

O3E 22.20$  1,243.50$  1,434.00$  205.80$  

O2E 17.70$  1,057.80$  1,293.90$  246.30$  

O1E 13.20$  920.10$  1,196.10$  288.60$  

W-5 25.20$  1,460.70$  1,557.30$  122.70$  

W-4 25.20$  1,296.60$  1,427.70$  151.20$  

W-3 20.70$  1,090.20$  1,308.60$  228.30$  

W-2 15.90$  967.50$  1,202.10$  241.20$  

W-1 13.80$  811.50$  1,041.00$  233.40$  

E-9 18.60$  1,064.40$  1,369.50$  308.10$  

E-8 15.30$  978.30$  1,263.30$  288.90$  

E-7 12.00$  901.50$  1,172.10$  334.50$  

E-6 9.90$  833.10$  1,083.00$  323.40$  

E-5 8.70$  749.40$  975.00$  275.40$  

E-4 8.10$  651.90$  847.20$  237.60$  

E-3 7.80$  606.00$  787.80$  195.30$  

E-2 7.20$  577.80$  750.90$  260.40$  

E-1 >4 6.90$  577.80$  750.90$  308.10$  

E-1 <4 6.90$  577.80$  750.90$  308.10$  

*BAH RC/Transit rates are adjusted by the average change in housing costs;  BAH-DIFF rates are adjusted by the
amount of the basic pay raise.

2020 Non-Locality BAH Rates
Effective 1 January 2020

Pay Grade Partial

BAH RC/T*

Differential*
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